Standards for Grading Written Work in 

Learning Support English 0989 and 0999
	
	Excellent (A)


	Very good (B)


	Average (C)


	Below

Average (F)



	Content
	a) Clear main purpose 

b) Originality of thought 

c) Thoroughly developed paragraphs with thought provoking and relevant details and examples

	a) Clear main purpose 

b) Some originality of thought

c) Sufficiently developed paragraphs with clear and strong details and examples
	a) Somewhat clear main purpose 

b) Little originality of thought

c) Inadequately developed paragraphs that may lack specific details and examples
	a) No clear purpose

b) No originality of thought
c) Insufficient  paragraph development with no details and examples

	Organization
	a) Well organized essay around a clear and appropriate thesis

b) Creative and well developed intro and conclusion 

c) Well unified and logically arranged body paragraphs

d) Smooth transitions move the reader through the essay without confusion
	a) Organized essay with clear and appropriate thesis 

b) Effectively developed intro and conclusion

c) Effectively unified and arranged body paragraphs 
d) Transitions move the reader through the essay without confusion

	a) Adequately organized essay with a thesis that may not be well constructed

b) Adequately developed intro and conclusion

c) Adequately unified and arranged body paragraphs

d) Simplistic transitions lead the reader from one idea to the next 
	a) No clear thesis or poorly constructed thesis 

b) Missing or poorly developed introduction and conclusion 

c) No cohesiveness or logical organization of body paragraphs

 d) No (appropriate) transitions lead the reader from one idea to the next

	Grammar/mechanics
	a) Consistently effective and college-level word choice 

b) Few, if any, mistakes in grammar, spelling, and punctuation 
c) Varied and structurally sophisticated sentences 
	a) Effective word choice

b) Some errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation

c) Effectively constructed sentences
	a) Adequate word choice

b) Repetitive errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation that do not impede the effectiveness of the essay

c) Adequately constructed sentences
	a) Poor word choice 

b) Numerous errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation that distract the reader from the content

c) Poorly constructed and/or repetitive sentences *


*An essay with serious and persistent errors in punctuation, grammar, and mechanics may not be a passing essay. 
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